Distance: 3% miles (5.8km)  Parking: Pay car parks at ole Lumb Bridge steod on
Ascent: 210m at entrance to the Natiomal 8 Limers' Gate, s packbmarse
; Hardcartle Crags amats. 3 ilike route between Lamoashire

Time: 114-3 hours Refreshments: Mo relreshments. i T dnd Halifax, and wsed to be
Public Transperc: There s e Character: A short ratien of Men' w"{?a kauwn a3 Horse Bridge
El.ﬁ-k transport to Midgehale, the beautiful valley of Crimsworth ._ {and the whole valley
ut tha start of the rowce is Dean. The route tkes in Lumb Hole, A helt Horse-bridge Coughd. The
mile from Hebden Bridge  Abel Cross, part of Hardcastle Crags Wi = - Lumb poal kelow the Lomb Hole
B ::um“ #op  and the Imﬂ;h'. Ted Hughes T Hole -rﬂ;ﬂlﬂh & populdr
at the Road camped a5 a Good paths - ol 3wimmmin 4
= throughous, 3 e

Hughes's paem Dead Farms. Pead Ledwes Oater refitled Shacklefon HRD
is dbout the ruined farms of Crimsworth Pean's landscage. Hughes
tonsidered that the history of human effort in the region wits coming

a5 far a5 the first bend,
< Rheem bear lef 1 6% & fign and Tellow an ol
wall abewe Crimsworth Dean Beck. The

* Retrace ﬁ“ sheps i.ml Lumb Hole back
up the hill enly

to dn end. defeated by the weather, lnd, and collagse of farming and path continues ecross Charles Rough to
industry. It is ilhstrated in Remding of Elmef by Féy Godwin's photo of o high stene stile, then follows the
Bab H:uu-. whith was sited balf & mile further along the frack up the y fenee arcued Dutwood Head straight
walley, but nearby Nook and Sunny Bamk bave 4 similér dir of decsy. - aeress the track beyood and descend mto
8 Continue dlong the track from Abel ross and turn beft ab the Abel Cote Wood at # stile, soom after
end, climbing past the farm at Laithe. Mter emother half mile fork which you reach Wheat Ing Bridge.

right at & signpast and angle down the slope to the rums of Sonn
Bank. Follow the walled péth down the hill to the wooded hollow
Lemb Hole, 4 fine waterfall and pool just below Horse Bridge. On the
far bank there is 4 plique commemordting Hughes's poem 51 Joumg
Men, which is based on 4 photograph taken af This lneation.

The Willew Gate packhorse path 3 ilrrwah Foul Scout
Wood trosses through the middle of 4 small ciroder
bearth thet was one of many dug out of the hilkside
for burning charcodl, These were vsed from the 12th
century onwards and this exdmple is noteble a5 the
paths stone sorface has been laid across it meaning it
was already ouk of use by the 18th century or earlier. 1
H you dig drousd on *ht{nﬁr st you'll find small  gabey
pieces of charcoal that are hundreds of years ald. }

The horses fiel near Shackleton was where & e
seven-yedr old H-;Thu kd the eaperience he would
later write abeut in The Horses. deseribing them as
uge in the denze grey - ten together- megalith-sHill.
qmm: ﬂ steps to the stile and foliow the old walled
ath up the hill past fhe ventilation shaft for the squeduct
E:t'lttn Widdeg Reserveir and Halifar. M the h;t.m right
dlang the track infs the hamlet of Shackleton. M the junction
bear left to  sign and stile to the left of & h-h.idlt:ud
Tl the broken-down wall right !]ung Fhe edqe of the Tield
Continue beyoed the end of the wall to the leff-hand of two
ates, Phencrass the fence by ancther gate 10m Ir_innd.
low the right side of the feace and old wall throwgh fwo
E?u.untﬂ a pedeskrin gate brings you onte the obiver side
the next wall, Before Rbel Cote Farm, recross to the right
side and join the wehiche trach imnsedigtely in fromt of the
farm, this right for half 4 mile to Iht prominent site
of Mbel Cross fsee overteaf for more mforestfion) !

From where these sit
Yaus hear Ehe water of seven streams fall
To the redrer s the bottom and through all
The leafy valley 4 romauring of 4ir go.

Whest The poem Jix Youmg Men was based ona
photograph of sis companiens taken 4t
Lumb Hede im 1914, post before they
it Ing enfizted to fight in WW1, Al of them
were Killed, seme withim weeks. Hughes
wis greathy precuupitd with Wl and
wrate ahaut ik frequtn’clj-

Do mat cross Wheat Ing Bridge, but sty above
. fiee right bank of the stream. The path continues
o, ) throwgh Green Hirst Woed fo 4 waymark post.
ot where you turn right and climd up 46 jein q?mge
£ wehile track. Follow it lett and after 200m you pass a
theer quarry fice where ifught!--thu'ptﬂ &3 4 chill. This
s e seFting for e sefond hel of Hughes's stor
The Deadfall a site be later described 43 4 30
ploe te me’ Cree overledf for more defailch M the
top of the wood, the deadfall stone is still in place ot
the foot of 4 pine tree mear the wall, but s ver
difficctt to acess vp the rough and sheep b

Hollin Hall is named after its earlier wie for bally
farming, which provided winter fodder for Frestodk.
and one of the villey's many names was Holing Valley.

@ Frem the quarry follow the vehice track steadly

back down the bill past Hollin Hall fo return fo

the aar parks af hale. I is caly ¢ mile from

here along the road into Hebden Brides and balf 4

mile to fhe bus step at the end of Midgehale Rood

Horse Bridge is so named because it was the site of
the oid packhiorse bridge at Midgehale. 1t was replaced
by the larger vehicke bridge when the Savibes developed
their estate in the late 19tk century and built 5111
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Slurring Rock was ysed for
sliding for ‘shurring) dewn by
In-m*} £ ildu;liﬂ !_heI'I‘F”t_I:
century, end their clog irons _ ! 1
have worn 4 chear groove in  yflo o : wrridge drive vy through Herdoasthe Crégs to
the rock's northers side, i o Ok T Walshaw, Horses were kept 4 o cotfege Fhat once
rock’s nnf"Pl Hde hh.__l;ul [ . = ;t.,:ﬂ:um ‘jcm?r'l"l.:m'- 'ﬁlli':h :::{t-t ‘!::l.-l.; busy
Midge - = rse route o ¢ runaing between
E:::‘h! 'm Wiﬂ{m ﬂhﬁﬂu -} !ﬂf_!- " s . qn.' kS Heptopatall and Limers frafe o The north
edr park aod follow & path up to the f it sl Hughes's poem Hardoasthe Crags Cater
higher Erack. m-mum.- hy facross  Foul Soout Wood 0 B - ; rrErHtmr:s Leaf Mould) v:dsyin ired
dborve thru?n atr park. thes turn right L o W by the rich woodland |.‘""‘“‘r~‘ the
Fl'iiqs :lq m?ﬁ T}t{":"u: i:ﬂﬂ Eﬂhmum- fieMds YT L Hational Trust's estate, where
rse rovte ben and co 5 ste T -
St o R G R )
right 4t 4 wd r n bedr stile to state { Grae
ﬂt::rh w eq:':' Rock after a few yards, There ere great Bridge
views {rom here across the Hardstle Crags woodland estate, B R =

LR R

AvGEoLE el
to Hebden E‘Hgt origindlly plinted dlong the

earridge drive to the Sawiles’

(1 mile} thooting lodge af Walshaw,




